- UFOs ovei' Sacred Sites

Do They Offer Symbols of
Initiation and Transformation?
by Brad Steiger

Rock formations near Sedona, Arizona.

n the early 1970s, numerous metaphys-
ical groups began conducting pilgrim-
ages to ancient sacred sites around the
world. Travel agencies were soon
formed that specialized in offering tour
packages designed to attract those
individuals seeking spiritual enlightenment,
rather than exotic locales, on their two-
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week vacation. Many of these spiritual pil-
grims returned to report dramatic sight-
ings of UFOs hovering above sacred areas.

My wife Sherry and I believe them, for
we have witnessed UFO activity at Petra,
the ancient Nabatean city in Jordan; Machu
Picchu, the Incan metropolis located high

! in the Andes; the Great Pyramid of Giza;
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the Sphinx; the mystical city of Luxor in
Eéypt; Masada, the hilltop fortress at the
edge of the Judean Desert; the remains of
the Essene community at Qumran; the
transformational vortex areas of Sedona,
Arizona; the powerful Kahuna shrines of
Hawaii; the Temple of the Sun in Cuzco,
Peru; Mt. Nebo, the legendary burial place
of Moses; the ancient Incan healing springs
at Tambo Machay; the gigantic, sprawl-
ing mystery lines in the Nazca Desert; the
sacred Peruvian city of Ollantaytambo;
tribal medicine power places in Santa Fe
and the Four Corners area of the South-
west; and an ancient pre-Navajo monastery
recently discovered on private property
outside of Sedona.

Higher Awareness

In addition to having observed UFO
activities at these sacred sites, a number of
spiritual pilgrims also claimed a personal
mystical encounter with otherworldly
intelligences. To many of these UFO expe-
riencers, the contact that they received dur-
ing an encounter with an alien or multidi-
mensional intelligence at these holy places
served as an initiation into higher aware-
ness. Their interaction with an intelligence
that had previously existed far beyond their
normal mundane world of ordinary ex-
pectations served as an impetus to awaken
their consciousness to consider undreamed
facets of the universe.

At some level of the universe, these ex-
periencers declare, there is a Force that
blends and interconnects each of us to the
other—and to all other living things. On
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some level of consciousness, every living
cell is in communication with every other
living cell. The UFO experience, some
maintain, may be yet another method
the Universe has devised to get humankind
in touch with aspects of self and of other
life forms in the cosmos.

In recent years the hologram has been
found to be a workable analogy to illustrate
the concept of the Oneness of things. What
is most remarkable about a hologram is
that every single part of it contains all the
information about the whole, just as the
DNA in each cell of the body contains
the blueprint for the entire physical struc-
ture. Split a hologram in half, shine a laser
through it, and the whole object is recon-
stituted in three dimensions.

It has been postulated by some that the
entire universe may be a single hologram.
It may well be that information about all
of the cosmos is encapsulated in each part
of it. And that includes each of us human
beings. We may all be unfolded images of
aspects that exist in a higher reality.

UFO as Symbol

In Wholeness and the Implicate Order,
physicist David Bohn of the University of
London urges contemporary men and
women to become aware that the mod-
ern view of the world has become frag-
mented, especially in the sciences, but also
in the execution of our daily lives. In sci-
ence’s efforts to divide our universe into
stars and atoms, it has separated us from
nature. In humankind’s penchant for di-
viding itself into races, nations, ethnic
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groups, political parties, and economic
classes, we have fragmented ourselves from
any underlying wholeness with each other,

Perhaps there is a Higher Intelligence
that has been striving for centuries to bring
our species into the Wholeness, the One-
ness. Perhaps the circular shape of the UFO
is a symbol of the wholeness of life in the
universe.

Since the most ancient of times, tribal
elders, priests, and religious orders have
worked to develop traditions of spiritual-
ity to provide inspiration for life’s chal-

lenges. Rituals and rites were designed to !
reveal certain truths, explain various mys- |

teries, and present a process by which ini-
tiation into a higher awareness might be
achieved. Spiritually, the significance of ini-
tiation lies in the death of the egoistic, phys-
ical self and its rebirth in the divine, tran-
scendental order.

In some sacred traditions, such spe-
cial knowledge and power were kept secret
and remained exclusive to the initiated.
Other great teachers focused their energies
on arousing the sleeping spiritual senses of
their students, thereby bringing about en-
lightenment through the personal mystical
experience. These wise masters were aware
that the individual mystical experience was
the catalyst that awakened the initiate to the
Inner Voice that speaks of a sense of One-
ness with All That Is and the wisdom that
the Great Mystery dwells within each soul.

Many great spiritual teachers have
declared that initiation may be bestowed
upon the sincere seeker by entities that exist
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on higher planes of being. The UFOs that
appear above sacred sites may combine an-
cient symbols of initiation with the space
age. Among these images capable of elevat-
ing one to higher awareness are the follow-
ing:

Egyptian Icons

The Sphinx, created by the oldest
human priesthood, represents in its majes-
tic combination of human head, bull’s body,
lion's paws, and eagle’s wings the living unity
of nature’s kingdoms. These same four an-
imal representations also manifest in the
otherworldly entities in Ezekiel’s vision of
a wheel within a wheel; and they are the
four constituent elements of microcosm
and macrocosm—water, earth, air, and fire,
the foundations of esoteric science.

The answer to the ancient riddle of the
Sphinx—What first walks on four legs, then
two, then three?—is the human being, the
divine agent that indludes within itself all
the elements and forces of nature. Achiev-
ing higher awareness with the Sphinx
teaches the initiate, the experiencer, how
human nature evolves from animal nature
and develops “eagle wings” to travel to other
dimensions of a greater reality.

Many spiritual teachers believe that the
Great Pyramid was a holy place in which
sacred initiations were conducted rather
than a tomb for Egyptian royalty, and that
the sarcophagus in the King’s Chamber was
an agent of the initiate’s resurrection into
the Light. .

In recent years, dozens of UFO and
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Melchizedek blesses Abraham.

metaphysical conferences have been held i
near the Great Pyramid and thousand‘s of |
spiritual seekers have lain in the a.ncxent }
sarcophagus to make contact w1t}} the |
essence of the alien or multidimensional
beings that they believe actually cqnstructed
the pyramid as a kind of cosmic educa-
tional toy to stimulate the nascent human

thinking process.

Biblical Figures
The mysterious figure of the prophet
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returned to heaven in a fiery chariot ha}s
come to represent {0 certain UFO exper1-
encers the very pinnacle of otherworldly
wisdom and resolve. For many UFO con-
tactees, Elijah has become their spiritual
mentor, or, in some cases, his essence serves

i as the conduit that connects them with

their own personal spiritual guide.
Melchizedek, King of Salem, priest of
Elohim, initiated Father Abraham with
wine served in a golden chalice. Jesus of
Nazareth was also a priest of the Order of

Elijah, messenger of God, who had no

known parents, who came from nowhere }

to challenge the forces of darkness, and who

Melchizedek. Many UFO expetiencers have
expressed their belief that the beings that
| they have encountered came to Earth to
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Masonic Egyptian initiation.
A Concise History of Freemasonry
by Robert Freke Gould, 1904

perpetuate the Order of Melchizedek. These
beings, many believe, hold the golden chal-
ice of Melchizedek, a symbol of supreme
spiritual transformation and divine inspi-
ration, and give assurance that the Divine
Being that exists above the soul dwells in
each of us.

Since very ancient times, the image of
a serpent gripping its tail in its mouth and
becoming a living circle has represented
the ineluctable cycle of universal life. The
fact that so many UFO experiencers state
that their contact was with reptilian enti-
ties presents little difficulty. Throughout
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| human history, the serpent has represented
. wisdom, and vast numbers of early culture
. bearers were described as being reptilian

in appearance. From these serpentine alien
intelligences, UFO experiencers say that
they have been able to envision the uni-
verse as a living whole, endowed with in-
telligence, soul, and will. The universe is
but the reflection of an invisible order of
costitegenic forces and spiritual kingdoms,
classes, and species which through their
perpetual involution into matter produced
the evolution of life.

Child of Man, Child
of God, Cross of Stars

A great number of UFQ experiencers
insist that the alien intelligences with whom

they have been in contact revere the sign
of the cross and that the cross is a symbol
of profound universal teachings. The an-
cient Doctrine of the Divine Word taught
by Krishna in India, by the priests of Osiris
in Egypt, by Pythagoras in Greece, and by
the prophets of Israel reveals the great mys-
tery of the Child of Man and the Child of
God.

In Hindu, Egyptian, and Greek initia-
tions, the term “Child of God” meant a con-
sciousness identified with Divine Truth and
a will capable of manifesting it. The uni-
versal sign of the Child of Man is that of
four stars in the form of a cross.

This sign of ancient spiritual transfor-
mation was familiar to the priests of Egypt,
preserved by the Essenes, and worshiped
by the sons of Japhet as the symbol of

UFOs ow;r Sacred Sites

e;rthly and heavenly fire. Native American
medicine practitioners and other initi-
ates have seen in the Cross of Stars the sym-
bol of balance, the wholeness of the Great
Mystery, the image of the Ineffable Being
that reveals itself in the Cosmos.

Initiation

The ancient masters predicted a time
when the great mass of earthbound hu-
manity would pass to a higher dimension
of consciousness to begin a new cycle of
evolution. As we have seen since the 1950s,
one of the principle messages of the UFO
contactees has to do with Homo sapiens
graduating to a higher vibratory state
and moving into a higher dimension.

.Both the ancient teachers of wisdom
and the contemporary UFO experiencers
state that in the series of cycles that consti-
tute the planetary evolution of Earth, all
humankind will one day develop the intel-
lectual, spiritual, and transcendent princi-
ples that were previously manifested only
in the Great Initiates. Such a develop-
ment may require many more thousands
of years and will likely bring about unimag-
inable changes in the overall condition of
humankind. The supreme goal of spiritual
transformation is to reproduce divine per-
fection in the soul. Only when spiritual
seekers can say that they have acquired di-
vine freedom and conquered fate can they
become true prophets, seers, healers, and
initiators. Only those who control them-
selves through spiritual discipline can teach
others. Only those who have set themselves
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free can set others free.

In Healing States by Alberto Villoldo
and Stanley Kripper, the shaman Don Ed-
uardo speaks of the true meaning of ini-
tiation:

“Initiation represents a readiness to as-
sume responsibility for the planet and for
serving humanity.

“Initiation helps one to forge a link be-
tween oneself and an ancient lineage of
knowledge.

“Initiation is not graduation. It is only
the beginning of the great work that lies
ahead of the initiate.

“Initiation is basically a salute to the
spirit of a person whose consciousness has
been awakened.”

And, as Don Eduardo emphasizes, ini-
tiations are taking place all the time: “Ini-
tiations can occur on the way to the super-
market or on top of the Himalayas. And
the most powerful initiations...are be-
stowed from the hands of the masters who
work directly from the ‘overworld.” These
initiations may occur in our dreams or dur-
ing meditation or may take us by sur-
prise...when we least expect them. But in
the final analysis we
make the choice to §
be initiated our-
selves” I

Brad Steiger is a
professional writer
who deals with the
strange and un-
known.




